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7 17 FAVING met with your late Book, 
BY {WF} [ ! find my ſelf taken Notice of here 
: b and there in it 3 ſhall therefore, in 
7 as ſuccinct a Manner as J am able 
62 defend what you have been e 
| . to animadvert upon. 

You charge me with an © horrible Miſrepreſen- 
« ration of the Caſe, to pretend as if you taught, 
that the eternal Intereſt of every Plowman or Me- 
* chanick hangs on bis adjuſting the $ enſe of the Terms, 
„Nature, Perſon, Eſſence, Subſtance, Subſi- 
45 22 Co- equality, Co- eſſentiality, and the 
4 ixę a.“ 

To a Divine of the Church of England I have ng 
need to offer any Thing more in my own Vindica- 
tion, than plain and . ak Matter of F * 
The Athanaſian Creed is appointed to be ſung o 
ſaid at Morning Prayer, inſtead of the Apoltles 
Creed, on ſeveral remarkable Feſtivals, as well as 
Trinity Sunday, by the Miniſter and People ſtand- 
ing. Thus it begins: 

W hoſoever will be faved, before all Things, 
N it is neceſſary that he hold the Catholick Faith; 
** which Faith except every on do keep, whole and 
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ALTER # Dr, Waterland. 
10 wndefiled,.. wirHopr Dover nx SHALL PERISH 
S 2YERLASTINGLY, _ | 
| Tubus it ends: This is the Catholick Farrn, 
| & hien gxceer a May BELIEVE FAITHIULLY, 
| „ fe CANNOT BE SAVED.” | 
|| Let it be obfervd, that there is not one of the 
Terms I have mention'd but muft be underſtood 
(with divers others) in order to the underſtanding 
this Creed. You ſay, very juſtly, That „ our 
« Faith and dur Ideas keep Pace with each other * :* 
So that if there ſhould be any Thing, of which we 
want a clear Idea in this Creed, fo far we muſt 
| : ſuſpend our. Faith in it. Now here you meet 
| with one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, con- 
| founding Perſons, and dividing Subſtance ; with the 
2 Terms, Uncreate, Incomprebenſible, Eternal, Al- 
| Mighty, predicated of Three, yet ſaid to be but Oe 
F with created, begotten before all Worlds, proceedings 
| *Tis ſaid, that in this Trinity none is afore or after; 
| none is greater or leſs than another; but the whole 
| three Perſons are co-eternal together, and co-equal : So 
i that in all Thiugs, as is oforeſaid, the Unity in Trinity, 
| and the Trinity in Unity, is to be worſhipped, Hz 
FHEREFORE-THAT WILL BE SAVED, MUSP THUS | 
THINK OF THE TRINITY. _ 
| Will you, Doctor, allow theſe Words to have 
f any Meaning, or are = empty inſignificant 
| Sounds? If they are not perfectly infenſate Chara- 
| |: Eters, the eternal Intereſt of Plowmen and Mecha- 
| nicks is made to hang on their Acquaintance with 
them, Every Threſher, Cobler, Tinker, Sca- 
vi venger, Scullion, Milk-maid, Laundreſs, &c. is 
obliged, by ſtanding up in a ſolemn Manner, to 
| declare his and ber unfeigned Faith in the ſeveral 
Articles of this Creed, and to pronounce everlaſting 
Bm 2 all ſueh as do not ſubmit unto the 
ame. 
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ALRTTER 70 Dr. Waterland, 5$ 
If «© the Doctrine it ſelf, as you ſay, „is clear 
« without metaphyſical Terms, and ſtands firm and 
„ unſhaken, independent of them?; you lay 
the Church, whereof you are a Member and Mini- 
ſter, under an heavy Imputation. If it is enough 
for any plain Chriſtian to know and believe what 
you mention concerning the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, you don't ſure eſteem it either needful, or in- 
deed expedient, for ſuch a one to declare his Faith in 
the Doctrine of the Trinity in Words, which he 
can't rationally be ſuppoſed to have a juſt Under- 
ſtanding of; and this not once or twice, but thirteen 
times a Year, in the publick Congregation. 
„ The Rule of dealing with others as we would be 
« dealt with®* is, as you ſpeak, * of ſuch Impor- 
% fance, that it is the Sum and Subſtance of be 
& Law and the Prophets. Surely then it is a Rule 
« deſigned for common Chriſtians, and ſuch as both 
« deſerves and requires their moſt careful Notice.“ 
But let an Aſſembly of the wiſe/t Caſuiſts, that can 
be found in every Part of the Chriſtian World, ad- 
Juſt irs Diſtinctions, Limitations, and Explications; 
let them labour to clear it of all ſeeming Repug- 
nancies to make it reaſonable, certain, practicable, to 
* it moſt effectually againſt the many poſſible 
ays, whereby it may be miſconſtrued, eluded, 
perverted, fruſtrated; let them then collect their 
various Speculations and Determinations about it into 
a certain Creed, to be received in al! Chriſtian 
Churches, and /ub/cribed by all the Mini/ters in thoſe 
Churches: And I am greatly miſtaken, if Multi- 
tudes would not be embarrafſed and bewilder'd, 
who, whilſt they were left to the Rule as they 
found it in their Bibles, could keep tbe plain ever 
Road, and found it not /trowed with any Thorns : 
But now find a Snare laid tor their Conſciences, and, 
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6 ALT TTER ft Dr. Waterland. 
if they cannot ſubſcribe to the plain and grammk- 
tical Senſe of ſuch a Formulary (reckon'd, by the 
Compilers and Impoſers thereof, agreeable to the 
common Reaſon of Mankind) expoſe themſelves (if. 
eccleſiaſtical Fury be ſupported by the civil Powers) 
to the Loſs of their reſpective Flocks, an Expul- 
ſion from their Families, a Deprivation of their 
Liberties and Livelihood, and every Thing dear 
and valuable in common Life. 1 

I have therefore long wiſhed that Chriſtians were 
truſted, ai they might be ſafely, with the naked Rule of 
Scriptures, theſe being able to make them wiſe to 
Salvation; who could but ſeldom, if ever, dange- 
rouſly either miſunderſtand it (ſo far as concerns their 
own Caſe) or miſapply it. For what you have hinted 
concerning that ſingle Rule; I think equally appli- 
cable to every Thing neceſſary to be known or 
done, in order to eternal Happineſs. I am for re- 
ceiving, Truth in its native Simplicity, Beauty, and 
Purity. Not that I am againſt hoth Learned and 
Unlearned uſing their utmoſt Endeavours to make 
obſcure Texts more clear; but let them not force 
their Explications oti their Neighbours, nor labour 
to get them environ'd by civil Sanctions, When 
Truths in themſelves of everlaſiing Moment, by un- 
neceſſary human Comments, become Engines of 
Strife; are employ'd for the Preferment and Exal- 
tation of ſome, and for the oppreſſing, diſgracing, 
baniſhing, ſtarving, &c: ot others, perhaps ot 
equal Honeſty and Learning with the former; ſuch 
Truths, I ſay, though of the greateſt Importance 
in themſelves, are ſubject to the Banter and Ridicule 
of Infidels and Atheiſts. | 

I muſt ſay it, (though to the great Scandal of 
our holy Religion) that ever ſince Conſtantine firſt 
pour'd Poiſon into the Church, there has not been 
a more obſervable Uniformity in any Thing, than 
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1 on their Brethren. Whether a well-meaning, 
ut intemperate and miſtaken, Zeal, or Avarice, 
or Pride, or the Sweetneſs of Revenge, and that 
Satisfaction which ariſes from making Repriſals ; 
or how many of theſe Cauſes in Conjunction have 
inſtigated them hereunto, I will not ſay. Hence 
dialectical and metaphyſical Subtilties have ſprung 3 
whilſt Men were groping after Hereſies and Hereticks. 
*rwas neceſſary ſuch Teſts ſhould be invented; tho? 
inſtead of guarding againſt Equivocation and 
« Diſguiſe ©,” they have been found very ſtrong 
Temptations tbereunto. Nor are the Guides (how- 
ever honeſt and conſcientious you may repreſent them) 
excuſable in this Matter, becauſe by this means 
they frequently oppreſs Men, as honeſt and conſcien- 
tious as themſelves. Nor can there be Occaſion for 
the Impoſition of ne Words (becauſe no better can 
be found than thoſe our Bible already furniſhes us 
with) whatever zew or (ſuppoſedly) wrong Ideas 
have been afix*d to the ancient Forms. Your in- 
ſtancing in the common Caſe of Oaths to a Go- 
„ vernment?*” is nothing to the purpoſe, unleſs 
you can prove that Church Authority is neceſſary or 
requiſite to the Support of a civil Government : The 
reverſe whereof is to me very evident. Nor need [ 
look farther than our own Kingdom for a Proot. 
When a Toleration granted by the civil Power ma- 
pifeitly enfeebles the eccleſiaſtical Power, doubtleſs 

roceeding from wiſe and wholeſome Maxims of 
| a z when there have been ſucceſſive Proroga- 
tions of the Convocation, leſt the Nation ſhould be 
thrown into new Convulſions; when ſome of the 
greateſt Zealots amongſt us for Church Power have 
treated their Sovereign with the utmoſt Contempt. 
deſpiſing Dominion, and ſpeaking evil of Dignitzes, 
yhole repeated Oaths to their Prince, together 
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with the Protection and Preferments they enjo 
under him, cannot make loyal. Tour ſelf cannot 
ignorant of what I now ſuggeſt, even in that famous 
Univerſity, where you have the Honour to prefide. 
Not but Chriſtianity abſtracted from woridly 
Views, from an inordinate Luft of Domination, 
from an Uſurpation of the civil and ſacred Rights 
of Mankind, exceedingly hefriends -MAac1sTRACY, 
But when an inſolent Faction ſhall prevail with a 
crowned Head to cruſh thoſe who differ in ſome 
Things from themſ&ves ; ſhall pronounce them 
deſtitute of all Chriſtianity, and leave them to the 
uncovenanted Mercies of God; ſhall urge him to 
lay them, and continue them under incapacitating 
Laws, whereby they become leſs ferviceable to 
him, than otherwiſe they might be, though they 
lead ſober induſtrious Lives, and, on all Occa- 
ſions, expreſs their Loyalty: Ifay, when *tis thus, 
can it be thought, that what ſo impiouſly and un- 
juſtly arrogates the Name of Chriſtianity, can do 
any Good in Church or State? © | 

You have, Sir, taken ſome Pains, in your fifth 
Chapter, to remove Objections. What you ſay. 
under the third of theſe I ſhall firſt conſider, as 
immediately affecting my ſelf. © 

« Sincerity, 2 obſerve, is a very equivocal 
« ambiguous Term, uſed in more Senſes than one.“ 
You there diſtinguiſh it into two Kinds, 1. Sin- 
« cerity, as oppoſed to Hypocriſy and Pretence. 
«« 2, Sincerity, as oppoſed to Prejudice and Par- 
« fiality .“ 5 

can't ſee, Doctor, with Submiſſion to your 
Learning and Judgment, that ſuch a Diſtinction is 
at all neceſſary, nor that the Term it ſelf is equi- 
vocal or ambiguous. I humbly conceive, you may 
as juſtly diſtinguiſh the Term Max into two 
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ALETTER Fo Dr. Waterland. 5 
Kinds; 1. a Body; 2. a Soul. And when we ſay, 
for Inſtance, that ſuch a Man is in his Grave, we 
underftand the Expreſſion as belonging to the t 
Kind of Men; or when we ſay, that juch a Man 
is in Heaven, we underſtand it of the ſecond Kind 
of Men. We muſt ſurely make a Difference 
betwixt the ſynecdochical and improper uſe of 
Words, and their ſtridt and proper Meaning. Sin- 
cerity, as oppos'd to Hypocriſy, takes in both the 
Kinds you mention. This latter Term you under- 
ſtand in too reſtrained a Senſe 3 for it belongs to 
both Members of the Diſtinction, involving in its 
Confideration not only Preteuce, but Prejudice and 
Partiality alſo. The Hypocrites, againſt whom 
our Saviour denounceth ſo many Woes, were guil- 
ty of Inſincerity, as oppos'd to your ſecond Senſe 3 
for he ſtiles them BL IND GuiDes, Fools, and 
BLIND®, They were blinded with Partiality and 
Prejudice, and therefore obnoxious to Cenſure. 
Impartially to examine Things, neceſſarily enters 
the Character of a ſiucere Man. To me therefore 
it appears an Abuſe of Words to ſay, there have 
© been ſincere Photinians, ſincere Samoſatenians, 
„ fincere Sabellians, fincere Papiſts, ſincere Fes 
% and Mahometans ” (while you ſuppoſe " them 
criminally prejudiced and partial) without ſubjoin- 
ing any reſtrictive Clauſe, To pronounce Perſons 
ab/olutely ſincere, who are not truly ſo, is, I think, 
as unjuſtifia ble a Catachreſis, as if I ſhould ſay, there 
is ſuch a Number of Men in a certain Place, while 
I tacitly include the dead Carcaffes in the Church» 
yard, Controvertifts ſhould take Terms in their 
proper extenſive Meaning, or inform their Rea- 
ders how they underſtand them, before they draw 
Inferences and Conclufions from them. 

You “ ſuppoſe the Teachers of falſe Doctrine to 
* be verily perſuaded in their Minds and Con- 
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« ſciences, that ſuch their Doctrine is true, and 
« their Conduct right, and that they ought to teach 
« it,” You aſk', whether this will juſtify, Men 
in evil Practices, &c? I again aſk, whether they 
came honeſtly by ſuch a Perſuaſion ? whether- by 
Reading, Conference, Meditation, Prayer, and 
all the Methods that ſincere Inquirers can be ſup- 
poſed to ufe, they have arrived to it? If ſo, their 
Errors will not be Jaid to their Charge by their 
Creator, whatever Cenſure they may meet with 
| for them from their Fellow-Creatures. Chriſtian 
Societies are indeed ** obliged to admoniſh, to a- 
if | % void, to rejeff a Man, whom they ſuppoſe 
| « a Corrupter of the Faith“ in any important 


| Article; Self-Prefervation requiring them ſo to 
| do, when Diſturbance is given them by any of 
| their Members; and that Peace, Harmony, and 
it | Love, ſo requiſite for the Flourifhing of all Societies 
| 


are indangered. Mit I am not able to carry 
this Matter farthet a Particular Congregations 3 
for otherwife, Chutch*Tyxanny, as 1 conceive, ne- 
ceſſarily comes on. I believe a Society of honeſt 
Chriſtians may eſteem the: Abſtaining from eating 
Blood an important and fundamental Article of Chri- 
ſtianity, it being call'd a neceſſary Thing *, and may 
look on every one that does it, as guilty of a Viola- 
tion of a very plain and expreſs Command ; and 
conſequently, if already a Member of ſuch a So- 
ciety, on his eſpouſing and practiſing this Error, 
| (if after a firſt and ſecond Admonition he recants 
\'F it not) worthy to be excommunicated, notwith- 
/ ſtanding all his Pretences of Sincerity, as an ob- 
| ſtinate /elf-condemned Heretick. | 
| Charity inclines me to think, that ſuch a Body of 
Chriſtians might be impartial (though weak and 
miſtaken) as acting according to their preſent 
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Light, and alſo the Perſon from whom they with- 
drew no les ſo; and that both the Excommunica- 
tors, and Excommunicated (if nothing elſe hindred ) 
would meet at laſt in a World of more perfect Light 
and Love. But ſhould the Society call in the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Civil Power, ſhould Fines, Confiſca- 
tion of Goods, Impriſonment, Sc. follow hereup- 
on, I cannot but think a very unrighteous Part 
would be acted. On the other ſide, ſhould we ſup- 
pole the Eater of Blood capable of influencing the 
State, and preſſing it in to the Defence of his Quar- 
rel, ſo that the Society, in caſe they refuſed to ad- 
mit him ro Church-Fellowſhip, expoſed them- 
ſelves to apparent Miſchiefs, I muſt think them 
treated in a barbarous and inhumane Manner; as 
long as no Inconveniencies could ariſe to the Body 
e. or the Kingdom wherein they liv'd, 
ereby. 

The ſending on Men ſtrong Deluſions, in the way 
of judicial Infatuation, that they ſhould believe a 
Lye, &c. may be, and has been, ſuggeſted by 
ſome of all Parties concerning their Oppoſites 3 
who would make Heaven eſpouſe and vindicate their 
Reſentments. 

I can't therefore fall in with you, in ſaying, 


There is no Uncharitableneſs in judging, that 


+ all who propagate Deiſm and Infidelity, in a 
„ Chriſtian Country ( renouncing their Baptiſm ) 
are under ſuch judicial Blindneſs ; if they really 
«© believe the Lyes, which they are ſo induſtrious 
* to ſpread ” . 


I'll aſſure you, Doctor, I am no Friend to Deiſm, 


and yet can't forbear thinking, but more may be 
ſaid, by way of Apology, for a Deiſt in South-Bri- 
tain, than ever could for perſecuting Saul. I muſt 
here crave Leave to explain myſelf, By a Deiſ, 
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12 A LETTER fo Dr. Waterland, 
therefore, I don't mean an Hopz1sT, whether in 


Church or State: Not one, who ſolemnly declares, 


ſubſcribes, ſwears to what he believes nothing of 
Not one, who attends on Chriſtian Worſhip, 
when he thinks 'tis all a Cheat, in Conformity to 
the civil Laws; or rather as a Cloke, for Cove- 
touſneſs, Luxury, Ambition, Sc. But one, who 
believes the Principles of natural Religion, and la- 
bours to make his Practice correſſ ond with them; 
who reckons himſelt an accountable Being, and en- 
deavours ſo to live, that he may one Day, give 
up his Account with Comfort, to an holy, juſt, 
powerful, omniſcient God. Poſſibly, you'll ſay, 
Tis hardly ſuppoſeable, that ſach a Deiſt ſhould be 
found in a Chriſtian Country, But why not, as 
well as a blaſphemous 7ew at Feruſalem, whom, yet, 
you can*t think to have been abandon'd in the way 
of judicial Infatuation; becauſe he afterwards be- 
came ſo zealous and ſucceſsful a Propagator of the 
Chriſtian Faith. IT own, an unprejudic'd Exami- 
ner into the Grounds of the Chriſtian Religion 
both may, and will find ſufficient Evidence for it ; 
ſuppoſing him not to labour under an unavoidable 
Incapacity, But what Allowances infinite Mercy 
will make for Mens Prejudices, when there are 
moſt violent Temptations to them, I can't ſay. 
It none ſhall find Acceptance with God, but ſuch, 
who are wholly exempted from even culpable Pre- 
judices in this imperfect State; what will become 
of the far greater Part of profe//ed Chrijtians, as 
well as Deiſts? For my Part, I can't ſay, that 
thoſe Texts, He that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready m , If ye believe not that I am he, ye ſhall die 
in your Sins; (with ſome others) are as ſtrongly 
concluſive for the Condemnation of the Inſidels of 
the preſent Age, as of the Jews, to whom they 
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were immediately ſpoken, Some regard muſt be 
had to the Diſtance of Time, wherein the Miracles 
for the Confirmation of Chriſtianity were wrought, 
zs alſo to the Want of occular Demonſtration ;z which 
always makes the deepeſt Impreſſions. But ſettin 

aſide ſuch Conſiderations ; let us ſuppoſe Saul to 
have obſerv'd a ſcandalous and intolerable Looſe- 
neſs in multitudes of thoſe that profeſs*'d Chriſtia- 
nity, both in Feruſalem and the ſeveral Towns and 
Villages of Judea; that he had frequently met 
them reeling in the Streets thro* Intemperance ; 
that he had ſeen their Tables full of Vomit ; that 
he had heard many of them inſulting their inno- 
cent Neighbours on the Account of Brutus, and 
the other Conſpirators murdering Julius Ceſar, 
aſſerting them to be the Brood and Spawn of thoſe 
Villains, or that however, they had the {ame trai- 
terous rebellious Principles in them; and that 20 
Emperor could be ſafe on his Throne, as long as 
theſe were permitted to live in the Empire unmo- 
leſted. When Saul himſelf, upon Examination in- 
to Facts, could find nothing of this to be true, 
tho* they, who pretended themſelves to be the 
beſt (if not the only) Chriſtians, vehemently and 
outragiouſly aſſerted it; when, moreover, theſe ve- 
ry Chriſtians had been guilty of many treacherous 
and diſloyal Practices themſelves; and though 
they complimented their Sovereign with Proteſta- 
tions of unlimited Obedience, would notwithſtan- 
ding promote Sedition, and encourage Inſurrecti- 


ons againſt him, if he thwarted their Humours ; 


Had he taken notice of their playing faſt and looſe, 
preaching up Doctrines in the Reign of one Em- 
peror with uncommon Zeal and Warmib, which 
they expreſs'd the greateſt Indiſference about in the 
Reign of the next ; nay, even an Abborrence of by 
their Actions, the beſt Interpreters of the Mind: 
Had he perceiv'd them to be of ſo flexible and 
| | oblc- 
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obſequious Conſcignces, as to keep wealthy Poſts 
in Church and State, bowing like ſo many Thongs 
to every thing that favour'd their ſecular Intereſt : 
Had the Diſtinction of a King de jure and de fatto 
been invented by the temporiſing Miniſters of the 
Chriſtian Church in his Time: Had Articles of 
Religion (to be ſubſcrib*d by the reſpective Mini- 
ſters ) been eluded and evaded by a Diſtinction into 
Articles of Belief, and Articles of Peace: Had he 
taken notice of two powerful Factions in the 
Church, charging one another with horrid Pre- 
varication, and ſupporting the Charge, oz both ſides, 
with very plauſible and ſtrong, if not invincible 
Arguments : Had Matters ſtood thus, I muſt con- 
feſs, SauPs Conduct would have appear'd to me 
by many Degrees more defenſible, than now it 
does. Had he found the Chriſtian Clergy irrita- 
ting the Laity againſt a Prince, to whom they had 
raken an Oath of Allegiance, taking a Doſe of 
Liquids ro make ſuch an Oath fit more eaſy on 
their own Stomachs; or having recourſe to a cer- 
tain Diſtich of a profane and witty Buffoon for that 
Purpoſe, might he not have been tempted to 
think, that (inſlead of examining the Grounds of 
their Religion) he ſhould do both God and the 
World too conſiderable Service, by rooting both 
theraſelves and their Religion out of it, as faſt as 
poſlible ? | 

In conſidering your ſecond Senſe of Sincerity, 
you ſtart a very ſtrange Difficulty : * How will 
it be prov'd? I do not ſay merely to other Men, 
© but how will it be prov'd to a Man's ſelf ? * 

To which I anſwer, if this, viz, a Man's Since- 
rity cannot be prov'd to himſelf, nothing in Reli- 
gion can: For every Principle in Religion has 
been conteRed by ſome or other, Now as far as 


® Page 158, 159, | 
a Man 


=> 


edt 


A LETTER fo Dr. Waterland. Ig 
a Man ſuſpects his Prepoſſeſſion, his Biaſs, his lean- 


ing to a Side; as far as he has been negligent in 
looking out for Evidence ; as far as he fears Haſte 
or Sloth, or Impatience has hinder'd him; ſo far 
there muſt be a Vacillancy or Flufuation in his 
Mind about the Goodneſs of his Cauſe. If he is 
apprehenſive, that he has either de/ignedly or care- 
leſly left out any Thing in the Account, I can't 
poſſibly ſee what rational Satisfaction ſuch an En- 
quirer can have; i he is jealous that a Concluſion 
has at length been made upon any other View or Motive, 
but that Reaſon and Truth ſo requir'd, his Demur 
upon the Equity of his Cauſe muſt, at leaſt, be in 
proportion as great, as his fuſpicion of his Sincerity. 
You rightly obſerve, that “ Submitting to Rea- 
« ſon, without any Biaſs, is Sincerity ?“. Bur J 
am exceedingly puzzled about your Meaning in 
the following Words, „But I humbly conceive, 
ce that the ſhorter and plainer Way would be to 
« ſay, that he has examined the Queſtion, 
« weighed the Reaſons, and thereupon finds 
« that his Judgment is right and well grounded, 
& and therefore he abides by it *?*. I would fain 
know how the Man dares to abide by ſuch a Judg- 
ment as right and well grounded, when he is either 
conſcious of his Iuſincerity, or has ſome Doubts of 
his Sincerity in examining the Queſtion, and weigh- 
ing the Reaſons. You lay, he that has Reaſon 
« on his ſide is the ſincere Man. ** But what is it 
the Man muſt know firſt, that he has Reaſon on 
his ſide, or that he has Sincerity? The Method you 
therefore propoſe, ſeems to me a very /repo/terous 
one. I acknowledge a Man, after his moſt dili- 
gent and impartial Diſcuſſion of the Queſtion, may 
be miſtaken as to the Merits of the Cauſe in gene- 
ral; that is to ſay, he may judge amils through 


* 


P Page 179. $ Ibid, 


5 
* 
* 
41 
b , 


16 A LetTEeR to Dr. Waterland. 


the Darkneſs of his Intellectuals, an illogical Head, 
a Confuſion of Ideas, a Deficiency in Criticiſm, 
or an Unacquaintedneſs with ſome Parts of Learn- 
ing neceſſary to be known, in order to an accurate 
Deciſion of the Caſe : But, ſurely, if the Man ſuſ- 
pects a Failure in himſelf as to his Sincerity, *tis im- 
poſſible he ſhould make any comfortable Reflexi- 
ons on the Truth or Juſtice of his Cauſe. Partia- 
lity will make a Man jump to a Concluſion without 
Premiſes, or lay more Weight upon it than his 
Reaſons will ſupport. You fa, © Sincerity with- 
out Reaſons ro prove it, is a dead Sincerity. ” 
Do you underſtand by Reaſons ſuch as afford Con- 
viction to the Man himſelf, and force his own Aſ- 
ſent ? or ſuch as muſt likewiſe determine yours ? 
The Man's Heart may be far better than his Head, 
and his Reaſons may appear very feeble and trifl- 
ing to one, who has ſtronger Brains and a greater 
* of Thought than himſelf, He may have 
s great a ſtock of Honeſty as his Neighbour, 
4 not ſo great a ſhare of natural or acquir- 
ed Parts as he ; nay, his Neighbour's Reaſons may 
appear as filly and impertinent to him, as his 
own do to his wiſer Neighbour, Nor dol think 
the ſtrongeſt Heads are always match'd with the /in- 
cereſt Hearts; there is no certain Conjunction of 
theſe. A Man may ſhew his Sincerity by ſufferin 
for a Cauſe, which he cannot, by a cloſe Chain of 
Reaſoning, defend againſt the Afſaults of a ſupe- 
rior Adverſary ; whilſt another, who is able to 
produce ſtronger Arguments, may baſely deſert it, 
when it claſhes with his temporal Intereſts. So 
that I can fee but little Force in what you ſay, 
« Shew me thy Sincerity without thy Reaſons, and 
« will ſhew thee my Sincerity by my Reaſons. He 
«« that proves his Point, beſt proves his Sincerity."*? 
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For a ver 2 Man may prove his Point by 
DN eaſons, and a very ſincere Man fail 
in his Attempt to do it. Sincerity and Depth of 
Judgment are not co-incident, nor does the one ne- 
ceſſarily include the other, 

You take notice, that your plain Doctrine was 
not a little ſurprixing to my ſelf. The Surprize, I 
muſt own, is now increaſed by your Vindication of 
it, It raiſes my Aſtoniſhment, to find a Gentle- 
man of your profound Learning and Judgment 
fink ſo vaſtly beneath himſelf. You aſk me, whe- 
ther «© I am willing to be reſponſible for my Sin- 
*« cerity, for my Impartiality, free from all criminal 
* Biaſſes, or Prejudices.” I anſwer, you as well 
as I muſt, in this ReſpeF, be reſponſible z but zei- 
ther of us for the Nature, Quality, and Tendency 
of all our Notions, whatever ill Conſequences have 
attended them ; provided we came honeſtly by them 
at firſt, and can honeſtly retain them, hatever 
ſuppoſed Miſchief they have done, for this we are 
not accountable, if we can appeal to Heaven con- 
cerning our Sincerity. All my culpable Neglects, 
my Precipitation of Judgment, when appriz'd here- 
of, I muſt particularly repent of; with a general 
Imploration of divine Pardon for all ſuch, as I 


have forgotten, (or did never ſeriouſly advert unto) 


through the Merits of the great Redeemer. Ab- 
ſolute Perfection is not neceſſary under the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, in order to divine Acceptance. V 
knows bow oft he offendeth? Sincere Repentance for 
our paſt Inſincerity, accompany'd (as it always 
will) with proper and genuine Fruits, is, I think, 
a much ſurer and ſafer Rule to judge by, than what 
you propoſe. You think it much eaſter to come 
to a well-grounded Aſſurance of the Truth and 
Juſtice of what we eſpouſe, than of our own ſtrict 
Sincerity, and unprejudiced Reaſon ; nay, and that 
the natural and "SO is, to prove <4 
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Sincerity by the Truth of our Cauſe, Had I met 
with an Expreſſion of this kind but once, I ſhould 
have taken it for a tranſient Slip of your Pen, but 
when you purſue it york. ſome Pages, and make 
a large marginal Remark to this Purpoſe, in an- 
ſwer to Mr. Bayle t, I am ftartled that you ſhould 
ſtrive to impoſe on your ſelf and your Readers ſuch 
mean Sophiſtry. 

Howeyer true or juſt a Cauſe may bein it ſelf, 
*tis utterly impoſſible for any Mortal to know it, 


before he has impartially weigh'd it. For Inſtance 


How ſhall I come to a well- grounded Aſſurance of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, but by imploy ing 
my unprejudiced Reaſon in its Examination? Nay, 
how ſhall I be aſcertained of the very Exiſtence of a 
Deity, but by a ſincere Inquiry into the Argu- 
ments producible for the Proof hereof. The moſt 
plain and obvious Truths, having been oppoſeqd, 
require a ſincere Diſcuſſion of what may and has 
been ſaid againſt them, as well as for them. Should 
a Deiſt or an Atheiſt charge you, Doctor, with 
Partiality and Prejudice in aſſerting the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Revelation, or the Being of a God, 
would either of them be ſufficiently filenc'd by 
being told, that you did prove your Sincerity and 
unprejudic d * by the Truth and Juſtice of 
what you had eſpouſed? 
You ſay, « It is very poſſible for frail and fallj- 
« ble Men to be miſtaken in what they /ay, tho? 
not in what they prove. But how can they be 
ſure that they prove any thing, when they may ver 
eaſily be miſtaken as to the Impartiality of their 
Inquiries? Yau ſay, One would take care to 
advance nothing as of Moment to be believed, 
„but upon clear and ſure Grounds, and ſuch as 
« the Reafon of Mankind ought to ſubmit to» ;?? 
when, in the mean time, you labour under an un- 
© Page 187, 188, t Page 163. v Ibid, 
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happy Suſpenſion of Thought, with Reference to 
your own ſincere Examination of ſuch Grounds : 
For you aſk me, whether it is not very natural 
and ' eaſy for me to miſtake in judging of my 
Smcerity * And doubtleſs what you ſuggeſt con- 
cerning me, your Modeſty will think applicable 
to your [elf z nay, indeed, to all Men: For other- 
wife *tis nothing to the Purpoſe. If you appeal to 
Scripture for what God has revealed concerning the 
Trinity, and contend for nothing more, and others 
have an equal Right with your ſelf to interpret Scrip- 
ture, and may be as ſincere in heir Interpretations 
as you in yours, a mutual Forbearance here feems 
neceſſary, whatever Repugnancies to each other 
there may be found in the ſeveral Comments. 

You overſtrain the Matter, when you ſpeak of a 
0 Sincerity that God ſees no Flaws in“. Have J, 
or any one elſe, ſpoken of ſuch a Sincerity? I know 
that the Heavens are not clean in Gods Sight”, His 
Angels be charged with Folly *, (in Compariſon of his 
infinite Wiſdom; ) How then can he be clean that is 
born of a Woman *? Undoubtedly the Almighty 
will accept of a Sincerity in which he fees many 
Flaws ; for if he does not, all the Children of A- 


dam are certainly undone. Bur ſtil], *tis a Man's 


Sincerity that muſt, through the great expiatory 
Sacrifice for Sin, be his Support in Life and Death. 
Sincerity I mean in its juſt Latitude, as reſpecting 
our Thoughts, our Words, our general Converſa- 
tion, the ſeveral Actions (cloth'd in their various 
Circumſtances) which we engage in; their Prin- 
ciples, Manner, Ends, Sc. bating unavoidable 
Failures, through Surreption, Inaduertency, &c. 
which alſo, when afterwards reflected ou, will pro- 

duce Shame and Sorrow in a ſincere Perſon. 
A Man ſincere and impartial in his Inquiries af- 
tes Truth, and in his Practice conſequential on 
X Page 164+ Job xv. 15. Job iv. 28, Job xxv. 4. 
D 2 ſuch 


mM 


x 


1 
* 
* 


20 DA LETTER fo Dr. Waterland. 


ſuch Inquiries, may rejoice under all the Miſtakes 
that his Fello w-Mortals can ſuppoſe him chargeable 
with, or that he may really fall into; in propor- 
tion to that Conſciouſneſs which he has of his Inte- 
grity, will be his inward Satisfaction. But on the 
other ſide, what Peace, what Pleaſure, can a Man 
poſſibly find in any thing as true, in the Search 
whereof he has juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect that his Paſ- 
ſions have blinded his Underſtanding, that his Pre- 
Judices have gotten the Maſtery of his Reaſon and 
Judgment, and prevented ſo cloſe and patient At- 
tention, as the Importance of the Caſe required. 
What you farther 1 civil Tudicatures 
deſerves a Remark. You aſk, Do they ever in- 
„ quire, whether the Perſon arraign*d might be- 
« lieve it lawful to ſteal, in Caſe of Neceſſity, or 
„might judge it his Duty to affront the Govern- 
„ ment, or to talk Treaſon againſt the Crown »? ? 


To which I anſwer, If it appears that the arraigned 


Perſon did verily believe the Lawfulneſs of Stealing, 
in Caſe of Neceſſity, or that he was obliged in Con- 
ſcience to affront the Government, Sc. this would 
have its Weight with a righteous and merciful Judge. 

don't think it impoſſible for a ſincere Man to be- 
lieve Stealing, in Caſe of Neceſſity, lawful. He may 
reckon that the eighth Commandment will admit of 
a certain Limitation and Exception as well as the 
Sixih; t hat as it is lawful to kill in a juſtifiable War, 
in Self. Defence, in the Execution of the Laws, e. 
ſo to ſteal for Self-Preſervation, to keep his Fa- 
mily from ſtarving. If ſuch a Man appears to 
Judge and Jury ſtrictly conſcientious, and can plead 
for himſelf that thoſe Texts incourag'd him, viz. 
No Man ever yet hated bis own Fleſh, but nouriſheth 
and cheriſheth it © ; If any provide not for his own, and 
eſpecially for thoſe of his own Houſe, be hath denied the 
Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel * : If he can ſay, 
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that neither Sloth, nor Envy at his Neighbours 
Wealth, nor Covetouſneſs, nor Malice have prompt- 
ed him to invade another's Property: If he can 
alledge for himſelf, that his worſhipping God ac- 
cording to the Dictates of his Conſcience, or his 
ſtedfaſt and unſhaken Loyalty to the King, had ex- 
poſed him to the Rage of the Neighbourhood 
where he dwelt; that would he have drank the 
Pretender's Health, curſt the Whigs and Phanaticks, 
&c. he ſhould not have been laid under the Ne- 
ceſſity of Stealing: If moreover it appears from the 
Teſtimony of diſintereſted and unexceptionable 
Perſons, that the poor Man, before the Perpetra- 
tion of the late Fact, had always the Character of 
a ſober inoffenſive Neighbour, and very induſtri- 
ous whilſt any would ſet him on Work: I have 
ſuch a Value for Courts of Juſtice, and Concern 
for their Reputation, that P11 not eaſily perſuade 
my ſelf they would deſpiſe ſuch a Thief, if he ſteal to 
ſatisfy his Soul when be is hungry ©; nor that they 
would treat him as one who took upon himſelf to 
« he wiſer than the Laws or the Court, and to cor- 
rect his Judges; or would eſteem his Sincerity 
„ ſo pleaded to be ſo far from alleviating the 
« Crime, or mitigating the Sentence, that it would 
do juſt the Reverſe'”, In a Caſe fo truly com- 
paſſionable, Tenderneſs would certainly be uſed, 
and the Offenders tranſgreſſing upon Principle would 
never be interpreted, as an Inſult upon Laws or 
Judges; though Prudence might incline the Court 
to a ſlight Animadverſion on him, to keep up the 
Authority of the Statute, and to deter otbers. Judg- 
ing in this Matter according to the Nature, and 
Quality, and Tendency of the Fact, is not (as you 
ſeem to ſuppoſe) inconſiſtent with a Regard to the 
ſincere (though poſſibly miſtaken) Sentiments of the 
Perſon arraigned, 
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As to the other Caſe (you are pleaſed to men- 
tion) of affronting the Government, or talking Treaſon 
againſt the Crown, the Plea of  Sincerity will, with 
upright and impartial Judges, have ſome Weight, on 
the Suppofition that ſuch a Plea is well founded; 
for otherwiſe it ought not to be regatded. I believe 
many ar} honeſt Man may have been tempted to 
call in Queſtion his preſent Majeſty's Title to the 
Crown, from the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and 
Non- Reſiſtance ; and an abſolute, indefeaſible, he- 
reditary Right, not to be vacated, or fet afide on 

any Pretence whatſoever, When the afferting of 
theße has been declared to be the peculiar Glory of 
the Church of England, and ſacred Sctiptures have 
been imploy'd to rivet them in the Minds of the 
Populace; when many ſolemn Harangues from the 
Pulpit, labour'd Performances from the Preſs, Ad- 
dreſſes to the Paſſions of the Vulgar, in private 
Converſation, have made Non, jurors; when ſuch 
Non, jurors take up Arms againſt the Prince, under 
whoſe Protection and Government they live, (cho? 
I thick them as much miſtaken, as that the Sun 
ſhines at Noon- day) they are yet certainly Obje75 
of Pity, when try'd for High Treaſon. If they 
can fay, that they did, from the Heart, believe 
what their ſpiritual Guides taught them, that they 
Jook*d on the Rx voLUTIOx as flat Rebellion. and 
on every one who adher*d to the late Prince of O- 
range, as Traitors, becauſe the Clergy, who muſt 
know better than themſelves, had told them ſo; that 
they ſincerely thought the Hanoverian Family to be 
Uſarers, (whether the Legitimacy of James the 
Third. were or were not contefted) foraſmuch as 
They could not be the next Heirs: Surely theſe 
poor deluded Wretches call for Commiſeration, 
and every Breaſt that has che leaſt Spark of Hu- 
manity, muſt relent to ſee ſuch made Victims to 
publick Juſtice, who, had they not been thus 
»nhappil“ 
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unhappily perverted, would have led quiet and 
peateable Lives under their — Nor can 1 
imagine, that their Sincerity would be altogether 
unregarded by zhoſe, who fit in Judgment upon 
them. *Twould, I am apprehenſive, be deem'd 
an Extenuation of their Grind, that they had 
been unwittingly drawn into a Conſpiracy againſt 
the Crown and Dignity of their Prince : And a 
Pardon granted unto ſuch ( if it can be without the 
Hazard of the Government) would reflect a Luſtre 
on its Clemency. I would not be here underſtood 
as dropping a Syllable in Vindication of ſuch ( not- 
withſtanding all their Pretenſions to Sincerity ) as 
can turn themſeives with every Wind, whether 
Laicks or Eccleſiaſticks; can ſwear and abjure, de- 
clare the Reſiſtance of Kings a damnable Doctrine 
in ove Reign, and practiſe it themſelves in the. 
next; can take Oaths as faſt as they are tendered to 
them, however repugnant to their avowed Princi- 
ples; and are only conſtant to the moſt important 
fundamental Article of their Creed ; viz. to part 
with nothing that affects their temporal Intereſt, 
nor ſuffer one Feather to be pluck*d from their 
Plumes, amidſt all the Changes and Viciſſitudes 
in the World, if they can poſſibly prevent it. 

You proceed to aſk a Queſtion, © Is it not hard 
« and ſevere Cenſure to condemn thoſe ſincere Men, 
« who mean as honeſtly as we can dos;” Or ra- 
ther to propoſe an Objection made by others; to 
which you anſwer, ** This is not a fair Repreſen- 
« tation.“ But why, Doctor, not ſair? Why, it 
ſeems, though you can allow them ſincere in one 
Senſe, as believing what they teach, yet not fi:- 
cere, as it ſignifies impartial ; when, in the mean 
while, you ſuppoſe it morally impoſſible for either 
your ſelf or them to arrive to a ſatisfactory Know- 
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ledgs of this impartiality, You make the formal 
Cauſe of condemning them to be their corrupt Do- 
Arine; but how can you know it to be corrupt, be- 
fore you have impartially try'd it, when all the 
while an impartial Trial is ſo exceeding difficult. 

What I find my ſelf next concern'd in is your 
Anſwer to the ſeventh Objection, which you do 
me the Honour to ſay, I have expreſſed in a very 
&« lively manner**”z and you allow it to be a 
&« Conſideration of ſome Moment, viz. that 
* the Cenſuring of Hereticks may often pro- 
„ yoke them to return the like Cenſures 3 and 
«© thus a kind of Reciprocation of Cenſures may 
« be carried on to the great Diſturbance of the 
« publick Peace, and the Deſtruction of Chriſtian 
«© Charity *”, What you ſay, Doctor, in anſwer 
hereunto, (as indeed almoſt every thing elſe in your 
whole Book ) is crippled by your Diſcourſe about 
Sincerity, that ſeems to border ſo much on Scepti- 
ciſm. I can't, for my Part, ſee any Reaſon that 
two Perſons, both confeſſedly blind, have to rally 
or reproach one another, about miſtaking their 
Way, when neither of them can be ſure that he is 
gotten into the right Path : Let ſuch reciprocate 
their Cenſures as long as they pleaſe, they will, 
by doing ſo, certainly expoſe themſelves to the De- 
riſion of others. 

I agree with you, that the Power of Excommu- 
nication, Rong miſemploy'd, uſurp'd, and abus'd, 
muſt not therefore be laid aſide; nor will ſuppoſed In- 
conveniencies ariſing from the Diſcharge of it, I con- 
ceive, be ſufficient to deſtroy it. But ſuch a Power, 
as has been already hinted, I take to be lodg'd in 
every Chriſtian Society, of how ſmall a Number 
ſoever any ſuch Society may be compoſed, There 
may indeed be Partiality in the Admiſſion of ſome, 
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and Rejection of others; yet as long as ſuch a Bo- 
dy (whether leſſer or greater ) diſturb nor the Peace 
and Welfare of the State, their Priviledges ought 
not to be invaded ; and whatever Guilt they con- 
tract by their irregular Proceedings, they muſt be 
accountable for to the common ] udge of Quick and 
Dead at laſt, And it ſeems in a Manner neceſſary, for 
the Prevention of Squabbles that are otherwiſe likely 
to ariſe, that the Members of a Society harmonize as 
much as poſſible in Opinion and Judgment, in order 
to their harmonizing in Affection; while Men are 
uſually ſo fond and tenacious of their diſtinguiſhing 
Peculiarities, and of Courſe uneaſy with thoſe who 
won't think or ſpeak according to their Sentiments. 
Birds of a Feather, (as we proverbially ſay) had need 
flock together : Though *twould be very deſirable to 
have it otherwiſe, Nay, I can't eaſily conceive a 
more entertaining Sight on this ſide Heaven, than 
an hearty Coalition of Chriſtians of ſeveral Deno- 
minations, (but all in the Judgment of a prudential 
Charity /incere ) ſurrounding the Lord's Table, and 
chearfully uniting in the Holy Communion, not- 
withſtanding their different Speculations, burning 
with a ſacred Zeal for the Intereſt of their great 
Maſter, and ſtudying their own mutual Edifica- 
tion, laying aſide all Jealouſies, all ſinful Emula- 
tion, having their Prejudices againſt each other 
intirely vanquiſhed, able to value Perſons whoſe Prin- 
ciples they diſlike, and conſtantly endeavouring to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, But 
this, I muſt confeſs, is rather to be wiſhed, than 
rationally expected, at leaſt until there be a more 
plentiful Effuſion of the Spirit of Light and Love 
upon us. 

You ſeem to infinuate ';, that the Value and Eſteem 
for Religion it ſelf occaſions warm Diſputes, and 
that nothing but a total Contempt of it will end all 
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Diſputes about it. Herein.I muſt differ from you, 
who contrariwiſe believe, that the Want of real Re- 
ligion, has, for the moſt Part, produced thoſe 
Contentions that we find in Eccleſiaſtical H:ſtory, 
about the Shadow of it: And that it has been the 
Value and Eftecm of ſomething far diſtant from, and 
lometimes diametrically oppoſite unto ſubſtantial God- 
lineſs, which has brought Church-Quarrels to ſo 
great an Height, The Motives and Inducements 
to War, whether in Church or State, I take, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, to be much the ſame. St. James in- 
forms us of their common Source“. Our bleſſed 
Lord never taught his Diſciples to be contentions : 
That Meekneſs and Lowlineſs ( whereof himſelf 
was ſo glorious an Example) which he enjoined his 
Followers, would have obſtructed thoſe furious 
Scuffles ; the certain Effects of Pride and Vain- 
Glory, a Luſt of Wealth and Power. Nothing 
is more evident than this, that the more Peace and 
Concord have flouriſhed, ; the more has true Prety. 
When the great Author of our Religion ſpeaks of 
ſetting a Man at Variance againſt bis Father, &c. he 
did not ſurely approve of that Oppoſition that would 
be given, both by Jews and Gentiles, to his Goſpel 3 
but intimates that this would be the neceſſary Con- 
{ſequence of preaching a Doctrine ſonew and ſtrange, 
and contradictory to the corrupt Inclinations of hu- 
man Nature. No Argument therefore can be 
drawn from hence, that Perſons muſt, in the ſe- 
veral following Ages of the Chriſtian Church, con- 
tend in the ſame manner with one another, as Infi- 
dels at firſt contended againſt Chriſtianity, And with 
what Weapons was the Force and Fury of Infidels 
repelled in the Primitive Church? Not ſurely car- 
nal ones. Prayers and Tears, Exhortations and 
pathetical Intreaties, were the Arms of Chritt's 
Ambaſſadors, 


m James iv. 1. 
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The Remark therefore you ſpeak of, I think' to 
be a very fprewd one; yis. that Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
e ſtory is made up of little elſe but religious Con- 
teſts, and Animoſities of Churchmen.“ Pray Doctor, 
what have Churchmen uſually made the chief Mat- 
ters of their fierceſt Contentions? Have they been 
always contending for pure and undefiled Religion, 
to keep themſelves and one another unſpotted from 
the World? Has their chief Oppoſition been a- 
gainſt the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſts of the Eye, 
and the Pride of Life? Have they earneſtly con- 
tended for that Faith that overcomes the World? 
Has their Warmth and Vivacity been ſhewn in De- 
fence of what was deliver'd to the Saints, or rather 
of what the Chriſtian Religion, as contain'd in the 
holy Scriptures, is a Stranger to? Have not 
Forms and Modes, under the Pretence of a Decora- 
tion of that Religion, which was 7honght too naked 
and ſimple, not ſufficiently poliſh'd and beautify'd 
by its firſt Founder, but left to the Invention of 
wiſer Heads to render yet more complear, been 
fatal Engines of Diſcord? Have not many of the 
Brawls of Eccleſiaſticks been abour Things appa- 
rently ſubſervient ro their ſecular Grandeur ? With 
what abject, and baſe, and ſcandalous Flattery 


have they addreſs'd earthly Potentates to this Pur- 


poſe? What invidious Repreſentations have they 
made of one another's Principles and Conduct to the 
great Ones of this World, to conciliate their Fa- 
vour? How great Influence the Humours, Incli- 


nations, Opinions of Men on Thrones have had 


on the Aſſemblies of Clergymen, may eaſily be 
obſerved by ſuch as have but dipt into Church-Hi- 
ſtory. What an Alteration has been made in the 
verſatile Minds, at leaſt Tongues and Pens, of theſe 
Gentlemen, according to their reſpective Views 
and Proſpects ? 
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You very rightly obſerve, © where divine Truths 
ct and human Cuſtoms or Dictates claſh, we muſt 
« obey God rather than Man.“ This Expreſſion the 
whole Body of Non-conformiſts in this Nation may 
thank you for. Alas! more Regard has frequent- 
ly been paid ta human Cuſtoms and Dictates, than 
to the undoubted Truths and Duties of the Goſpel 3 
and a Conformity to indifferent Rites and Ceremonies 
in divine Worſhip has been inculcated with as 
great Earneſtneſs, as ever the weighty Matters of 
Chriſtianity have been. Such a Behaviour amongſt 
the Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church has given a 
great Handle to Deiſts, to expoſe not only the Cler- 
gy, (who, ſo tar as they are guilty, juſtly deſerve it,) 
but Chriſtianity it ſelf. Tafidels will little value 
the moſt elaborate and eloquent Treatiſes, written 
for the Confirmation of our Religion, when they 
ſee ſo little of it in the Body of the Clergy 3; when 
Benefices, Prebends, Deanaries, Biſhopricks, Sc. 
are ſuppoſed to employ the Pens of Men, on the 
Behalf of that which they feel ſo great Advan- 
tages in the Profeſſion of; and when they can ſug- 
geſt, that any other Religion ( how abſurd or falſe 
oever) having the ſame comfortable Emoluments 
attending it, would have as many and zealous Vo- 
taries, 1 for my own Part, were I to form 
a Judgment of Chriſtianity, only by the Behaviour 
of the conforming Clergy in this Kingdom, I 
ſhould be ſtrongly prejudiced againſt it. I don't 
therefore wonder to find bath the vulgar and politer 
Part of Mankind contemning their Pariſh Miniſters 
ſo much as they do, Examples being far more for- 
cible than Precepts ; ſuch Examples, eſpecially, 
as are moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of corrupt 
Nature. Though a Foreigner, that ſhould read 
your Book in his own Country, and obſerve with 
what Earneſtneſs you inſiſt on Church Diſcipline, 
and the Excommunication of all ſuch as impugn 
7 1 the 
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the Catholick Faith, would on his coming over hi- 
ther be certainly aghaſt, when he finds Arians, nay, 
profeſſed Infidels, as well as Drunkards, Whore- 
mongers, Swearers, Sc. ſheltering themſelves un- 
der the Churches Wings; when he conſiders the 
Prieſthood it ſelf to be a Colluvies, an heterogeneous 
Mixture of Arians, Socinians, Sabellians, Tritheiſts, 
Pelagians, Arminians, Calviniſts, &c. hanging about 
their indulgent Mother, and greedily ſucking both 
her Beaſts ; would he not be tempted to think, 
that by the Term Cxvrcn, by an uſual Metony- 
my of the Adjun# for the Subject, were meant tem- 

oral Advantages flowing from an Adberence to it? 

hat by a Subſcription to the Articles nothing 
more or leſs was underſtood, than Subſcription to 
a Benefice? And by the Declaration of an unfeign- 
ed Aſſent and Conſent to the Liturgy and Ceremo- 
nies, ſuch an Aſſent and Conſent as had only a Re- 
ference to the TiTHEs ? He will ſurely be inclined 
to ſuſpect, that there's either ſome Defect in your 
excellent Conſtitution, or an inexcuſable Negligence 
in its Miniſters. 

You rightly aſk, Does the Faith of Chriſt lie 
„in Mords only, or in Things? Or is the repeat- 
ing of the bare Letter, after a Man has ſpirited 
away the Senſe, delivering divine Truths, or contra- 
% dicting and defeating them.“ I aſk the ſame 
with Reſpect to thoſg Articles that are ſuppoſed to 
be founded on the Sgriptures; eſpecially when *ris 
expreſly deliver'd in his Majeſty's Declaration, 
prefixed unto them, That uo Man bereafter hall 
either Print or Preath to draw the Article aſide any 
Way , but ſhall ſubmit to it in the plain and full 
Meaning thereof, and ſhall not put bis own Senſe or 
Comment to be the Meaning of the Article, but ſhall 
take it in the literal and grammalical Senſe, You have 
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your ſelf ſmartly expoſed the egregious Wicked- 
neſs of the Arian Subſcribers to the Thirty Nine 
Articles of your Church But with Submiſſion, 
Doctor, are only !wo or three of theſe Articles of 
Importance ? Is not every one of them to be be- 
lieved in their plain and full Meaning? If ſo, whence 
comes it to paſs, that you “ own your Diſlike of 
the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination, ©” when you 
are oblig*d to ſpirit away the Senſe of the ſeventeenth 
Article, as much as an Arian muſt the Senſe of the 
firſt, ſecond, fifth and eighth Articles? Had E- 
piſcopins or Limborch ſubſcribed this Article, tor the 
ſake of Preferment, I ſhould have thought em. 
What your own Sentiments were concerning Pre- 
deſtination, when you firſt ſubſcribed it, I cannot 
ſay; Charity obliges me to hope you took the 
Words in their native Force, at that Time, as well 
as all the other Calviniſtical Articles. However, I 
muſt tell you, that were the Diſcipline reſtored, 

which your Church has fo long declar'd the Want 
of, you would have expos'd your ſelf to a firſt and 


ſecond Admonition, as an Impugner of a funda- 


mental Article of the Chriſtian Faith. For in 
your Preface to the Vindication of Chriſl*s Divinity, 
you join the Predeſtinarien with the Antinomian 
Tenets, and contemptuouſly repreſent them both 
as aſſerted by Biſhop Bull's bittereft Adverſaries; 
who, you iay, were moltly Syſtematical Men (pro- 
perly ſo called) and ſuch as had been bred up in 
them during the great Rebellion. 

I will ſer down the former Part of the Predeſti- 
narian Article (which is, indeed, the longeſt of 
them all) and therefore to be ſure deſerves no leſs 
Regard than the reſt, 

Predeſtination to Life 1s the everlaſting Purpoſe 
of God, whereby (before the Foundations of the World 
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were laid) he bath conſtantly decreed by his Counſel 
ſecret to us, 10 deliver from Curſe and Damnation 
thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, 
and to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as 
Veſſels made to Honour. Wherefore, they who be 
indued with ſo excellent a Benefit of God be called, 
according to God's Purpoſe, by His Spirit ring in 


due Seaſon ; they, through Grace, obey the Calling; 


they be juſtified freely; they be made Sons of God by 
Adoption they be made like the Image of his only 
begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt ; they walk religiouſly in good 
Forks; and at length, by God's. Morey, Loey attain 
to everlaſting Felicity, 

I would appeal to any unprejudie'd Perſon, that is 
not ſunk below common Senſe, whether theſe Words 
don't, at the firſt Reading, ſound forth abſolute 
Predeſtination : Nay, whether it be poſſible for 
any one to exerciſe the leaſt Attention, without 
underſtanding the Senſe of the Compilers, who muſt 
certainly be fitter for Bedlam. than to draw up 
Articles for great Bodies of Men to ſubſcribe in 
ſucceſſive Ages, if, expreſſing themſelves in ſo 
poignant a Manner, they intended no other Prede- 
ſtination or Election than the Dutch Remonſtrants, 
or our Engliſh Armenians do. Is there here a Syl- 
lable of Faith or Works foreſeen, as the Cauſe of 
Predeſtination? Or does the Article ſuppole the 
Poſſibility of attaining to everlaſting Felicity, with- 
out God's everlaſting Purpole ? Is Predeſtination 
made to depend on the Choice of Men, or theDecree 
of God? Do not their Vocation in Time, by the 
Operation of the Spirit, their Obedience 1» the Spi- 
rit's Call, their free Juſtification, ndr Adoption, 
their Likeneſs to Chriſt, their walking religiouſly 
in good Works, and their eternal Happineſs plain- 
ly flow (according to the Tenor of the Article) 

rom the PUR OSE and GRACE of God? 


Should 
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Should a Perſon take the ſame Liberty with his 
own or his Neighbour*'s Words in civil Commerce, 
to explain and interpret them in ſuch a Latitude, 
as would render them moſt commodious for the 
Purſuic of his ſecular Intereſt, he would not long 
be able to avoid the Imputation of being a common 
Knave and Lyar ; and were he arraign'd in a Court 
of Juſtice, for ſuch a licenbiaus and arbitrary Uſe of 
Terms, as had received a clear and determinate 
Meaning, he would ſcarcely (I imagine) eſcape 
with both his Ears, 

Fl! take Leave to tranſcribe a Paragraph from 
your Preface, already referr'd to. 

« One thing I muſt obſerve for the Doctor's 
« (viz. Dr. Clarke's) Honour, that in his new E- 
« dition, he has left out theſe Words in his former 
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Introduction: *Tis plain, that every Perſon may 
reaſonably agree to ſuch Forms, whenever he can, 
in any Senſe at all, reconcile them with Scriplure. 
I hope, none hereafter will pretend to make uſe 
of the Doctor's Authority, for ſubſcribing to Forms, 
which they believe not according to the true 
and proper Senſe of the Words, and the known 
Intent of the Impoſers and Compilers. Such Pre- 
varication is, in it ſelf, a bad Thing; and would, 
in Time, have a very ill Influence on the Mo- 
rals of a Nation. If either State-Oaths on the 
one hand, or Church-Subſcriptions on the other, 
once come to be made light of, and Subtilties 
be invented to defend or palliate ſuch groſs In- 


fincerity ; we may bid fare well to Principles, and 


« Religion will be little elſe but diſguiſed Atheiſm.” 


Theſe Words pinch the Arminians as clolely 


as they do the Arians, or Semi-arians, who have 
found it neceſſary to retreat to Subtilties, for the 
Defence and Palliation of their groſs Inſincerity, 
as well as the latter. What Logical and Metaphy- 
ſical Jargon have they been #navoidably driven to ? 


What 
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What vile and deteſtable Chicanery have they em- 
ploy*d, to give a 7reacherous Eaſe to their Conſei- 
ences, and keep up ſome ſort of Reputation in 
the World ? Not ſo, the Syſematical Divines, 
who knowing themſelves to be under the Eye of 
an omniſcient God, and rightly judging that all 
the Advantages of this Life would not be a ſut- 
ficient Compenſation for the Loſs of divine Fa- 
vour, honeſtly. and bravely quitted the Sun-ſhine 
of worldly Proſperity, expos'd themſelves and 
their Families to a Variety of Hardſhips, and 
took joyfully the Spoiling of their Goods, in Expecta- 
tion of an eternal Inheritance. 

Any one may ee the learned Doctor, in his In- 
troduction, inſerted that long Quotation out of 
Mr. Nelſon's Lite of Biſhop Bull, by way of Self- 
Defence; and for any thing I can yet ſee to the 
contrary, the Door and the Biſhop muſt ſtand or 
fall together. If the one prevaricated, ſo did the 
other. The only Difference ſeems to be this; that 
though the Biſbop's Notions claſhed with the Cal- 
vinian Articles, as much as the Doctor's with the 
Trinitarian ones, yet his Lordſhip's met with more 
general Entertainment 3 the Pulſe of the Univer- 
fates, and the Parochial Clergy beating that Way. 
The uppermoſt Side is always treated as being the 
moſt Orthodox; and who can tell, but in the next 
Age (as the World grows weary of old Doctrines, 
and has a prevailing Itch for Novelties) thoſe Ar- 
ticles which are now thought ſo important, will 
become as obſolete as the reſt ? 

However, if the Concurrence of the Learned 
with the Biſhop had been more univerſal than it 
was, if he had reckoned Scriptures, Fathers, 
Schoolmen, down to the Days of Calvin, on his 
Side 3 this would not have clear*d him from the 
Charge which Dr. Tully brought againſt Him and 
his Brethren, in oppoſing the Articles ſolemnly 

F ſubſcribed : 
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ſubſcribed : Nor can he be diſcharged from the 
mean Arts of Equivocation and Sophiſtry, whilſt he 
endeavour'd to rack and torture Wards of a very 
plain and obvious Signification. Franciſcus a Sancta 
Clara might as eaſily ** make ozr Thirty Nine Ar- 
e« 7icles ſpeak his own Sentiments, and reconcile 
e them to the Council of Trent, as the Biſhop 
prevail over Calvin and his Diſciples, * in the 
quinquarticular Controverſy, conſiſtently with his 
A pprobation of them. 

One Circumſtance, indeed, you mention, which 
kept his Character from ſuffering in the Opinion 
of the Vulgar, viz. his writing in Latin, Had 
the great Patrons of Arminianiſm, of Paſſive-Obe- 
dience and Non-Reſiſtance, of an abſolute hereditary 
Right, taken ſuch a Method, they had not ren- 
dred themſelves half ſo obnoxious to popular Cen- 
ſure, as they have now done, 

The laſt Objection which, you ſay, „might 
© have been brought in as an Appendage to the 
& Second,” you have been pleaſed to ſet down, 
in my own Words, though you ſcarce think ir 
worth the Name of an Argument; I ſhall (ob- 
ſerving the Connexion you ſuppoſe betwixt theſe 
two Objections ) glance a little upon your Anſwer 
to the Former, | 

You ſay, the Spreading and Propagating of 
« corrupt Doctrines, is leading a wicked Life, in 
de the ſtricteſt Senſe. ©** Suppoſe this true, yet 
in order to fix this Charge on a particular Man, or 
Number of Men, you muſt firſt be infallibly cer- 
tain that you are in the Right; and next, that 
the Perſons you condemn for Hereticks, are in- 


ſincere. *Tis not enough that you preſume your 


ſelt to be infallible, for this is aſſerted by the Church 
of Rome; and yet certainly ſhe is in the Wrong, 
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in condemning all thoſe that leave her for Hereticks. 
But, Doctor, how will you arrive to any Aſſu- 
rance about the Sincerity or Inſincerity of another, 
who are at ſuch a Loſs about your own Nis 
ſurely more eaſy for a Man to arrive at ſome Know- 
ledge of his own Sincerity, than of his Neighbour's : 
3 bob theſe had need be known (neither of 
which on your Hypotheſis can ) before you dare 
pronounce a Man a ſelf-condemned Heretick. 

You ſay, you ſpeak not of meer Miſtakes in 
Judgment, but of eſpouſing and propagating them, 
Bur, Sir, if a Man believes himſelf in the right, 
and that the Truth, which he hath found out, be 
an important one, muſt he hide his Talent in a 
Napkin ? Muſt he not, according to his Ability 
and Station in Life, labour to make it as diffuſive 
as he can? What you call “ oppoling divine 
* Truths, undermining the Goſpel, and ſubvert- 
ing Souls, “ he will call contending for the Faith, 
and appearing in Defence of the Goſpel. 

An Argument from the Appellations given to 
Hereticks, by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, to our aſ- 
ſuming the ſame Liberty, is very fallacious; un- 
leſs we underſtood who they were, as well as infal- 
lible Wiſdom does. A Life of Hereſy is a moſt wick- 
ed Life, as diſcover'd in the Fruits of the Fleſh, 
as oppoſite to Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and God- 
lineſs ; but not as it barely conſiſts in a Man's im- 
pugning what his Neighbour calls the Truth, 
nor in appearing with the ſame Warmth againſt 
it, as the other does for it; nor in making Proſe- 


lytes to his Opinion, as faſt as the other does to 


the contrary one. *Tis a perfect begging the Queſtion, 
and taking that for granted, which won't be al- 
low'd you; namely, That you have a greater Au- 
thority to ſit in Judgment on your Fellow. Crea- 
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tures, than they have upon you ; who may as righ- 
teouſly refuſe Communion with you, as you with 
them. Greater Numbers, Eccleſiaſtical Digni- 
ties, the Ears of Princes, the Smiles of the Poten- 
tates of this World, are not in themſelves ſufficient 
to excuſe a Man from Hereſy ; nor the Want of 
theſe, on the other hand, to bring him undes be 
Imputation of it. A ſingle Athanaſius, if he thought 
the Arianizing World not fit to be communicated 
with, might, nay, muſt withdraw from it. The 
ſame may be ſaid for the Arians, who, if they 
Judged his Principles of ſo heinous a Nature, as to 
diſqualify him for Church-Fellowſhip, muſt with- 
draw in the ſame Manner from him. + 

In that Paragraph, part of which you have 
Cited, *twas my Aim to expoſe the abſurd Wicked- 
neſs of Perſecution, You cannot be ignorant, 
Doctor, that there have been ſanguinary Proceed- 
ings againſt Hereticks, amongſt profeſſed Pro- 
teſtants: Some have been burat as ſuch in South- 
Britain, The Caſe of Servetus is well known in 
Geneva : I therefore ſay, if their Fellow-Creatures 
have any Authority to chaſtiſe them for ſuch Enormities, 
J cannot ſee why the Romiſh Church ſhould be blamed. 
Blaſphemy was puniſhable with Death, under the 
Moſaical Law: If the ſame Power of killing Blaſ- 
phemers be lodged with Eccleſiaſtical Governors, 
under the New Teſtament Oeconomy, as ſome 
have urged z the Romaniſtt, who will call every 
Heretick a Blaſphemer, are not to be blamed, 
Nay, it may be argued 2 fortiori, He that geſpiſed 
Moſes's Law, died without Mercy, under two or three 
Witneſſes: Of how much ſorer Puniſoment, ſuppoſe 
xe, ſhall he be thought worthy, who bath trodden un- 
der Foot the Son of God, &c. You cannot be in- 
{cnſible, that for the Omiſſion of Things con feſſedly 
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indifferent, Multitudes have been-plundered by their 
Fellow- Proteſtants, their Fellow-Subjects. You 
muſt have heard ſomething De excommunicato capi- 
endo, as conſequent on a Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation, gra, againſt the Offender. Mercenary 
Catch-poles have been imploy'd to teaze and worry 
ſuch as labour'd to keep 2x Haus void of Offence : 
Thouſands of Families were ruin'd, who neither 
Were, nor could boneſiiy be, Members of your Church, 
by the cruel Cenſures paſs'd upon them, in the 
Reign of King Charles the Second, Did not theſe 
furious Proſecutions; chiefly - ariſe from Eccleſia- 
ſticks, who were.not content to enjoy the Profits 
and Honours of the Church themſelves, unleſs 
they, that could not fall in with them in every 
thing, were alſo cruſh'd? For though Perſecu- 
tion, for Righteouſneſs ſake, is a Brat that pretended 
Proteſtants care not to own, and ſome of the Cler- 
gy are willing //ily to throw it off from themſelves, 
and to fix it on the State, or the Influence the Pa- 
Piſts had in thoſe Days; yet 'tis too well known, 
from the Metropolitan to the Country-Curate, they ge- 
nerally incouraged and rejoiced in the Severities uſed 
againſt their Proteſtant Brethren. Did they ever, 
in all their Seſſions in Convocation, teſtify any 
Compaſſion for their harraſſed diſtreſſed Neigh- 
bours? Did they ever draw up a Petition to the 
Government on their Behalf? Had they not ra- 
ther ſee the moſt ſacred Rite of our holy Religion 
ſcandalouſly proſtituted to the Luſts of /nfidels and 
Atbeiſts , nay, bear a dreadful Share herein them- 
ſelves, than ſuffer ſo fruitleſs, as well as unrighte- 
ous an Yoke to be taken off, which has galled the 
Necksof many Conformiſts, as well as others? Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, therefore, pay their thankful 
Acknowledgments to the Sr ATE, for checking the 
Sons of Violence in the Church ; and bleſs God for 
our Civil Legiſlators, under whoſe Wg we 
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have lived many Years ſo peaceably: Tho? (not- 
withſtanding our zealous Attachment to the illuſtri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover) we are ſtill kept, by means 
of a reſtleſs, bullying Faction, from the juſt Li- 
berties and Properties of Eng/iſhmen. And were the 
Tables turn'd, or ſuch as are far enough from ha- 
ving diſcover*d any great Regard to the Royal Fa- 
mily, laid under the ſame incapacitating Laws with 
them, whoſe Loyalty is above all Suſpicion z and 
theſe on the other Side admitted into their Poſts, I 
dare ſay, the Treatment would then be called bar- 
barous and inhuman. Indeed the Cyurcnts being 
deprived by the Civil Power, of N her ſelf 
on Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, has been deem'd a 
grievous Perſecution, Such as have drawn Men 
off from liſtening to their better Guides, have not 
only been expoſed to the Trial of cruel Mockings, 
but 'would now, as heretofore, feel Scourgings, 
Bonds, and Impriſonment, were SME not abridged 
of that tyrannical Uſurpation, We ſhall not there- 
fore thank her for her Clemency towards us, wha 
has, as is too manifeſt, been very abuſive, and un- 
ſufferably rude to her Sovereign Princes. 

The Primitive Diſcipline cannot be eſteem'd 
Perſecution, when Nero and his Succeſſors ſway - 
ed the Scepter ; becauſe the Heathens did not, nor 
could be ſuppoſed to back Chriſtian Admonitions 
and Excommunications with corporal Penalties. 
But Chriſtians have fince taken care to * furniſh 
« Infidels with new Arguments againſt Chriſtia- 
« nity, * ** viz. Perſecutton, Perjury and Profane- 
neſs. | 

Your Suggeſtion, that ** the Impugners of the 
« Poctr ines taught by others, would themſelves 
« be as much Creed-makers, and Creed-impoſers, ' ** 
has doubtleſs, a great deal of Truth in it; cho? 


* Page 194, Y Page 195. 
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the Diſtinction of impoſing Doctrines in a clamo- 
rous, and in a more regular and authoritative Man- 
ner, is what I don't ſo well underſtand: For 1 
believe, a ſingle Perſon has the ſame Authority, 
which a Million, have to impoſe a Creed, (be- 
cauſe they have none at all.) Nor muſt the 
Clamours, the Satyrs and Invectives of a Multi- 
tude be regarded a Straw, unleſs accompanied 
with Reaſon. And what carries a rational Con- 
viction with it (though delivered by one) muſt 
have more Weight with it, than Nonſenſe, 
(though deliver'd by Multitudes.) If the Doc- 
trines conteſted in the Chriſtian Church, carried 
their Evidences always with them, and were as 
demonſtrable as the Propoſitions in Euclid, and 
there were ſo great Cauſe to preſume, that the 
Reaſon of Mankind ought to ſubmit as much to 
the former as the latter : If alſo, a Non-compli- 
ance with ſuch Doctrines, did no way befriend hu- 
man Life, but rather expoſed it to many Incon- 
veniencies, a Mad-houſe would be much fitter, 
than a Priſon, for ſuch Hereticks. 

I have, indeed, long wiſh'd, that Chriſtian 
Princes would or could behave themſelves with a 
becoming Impartiality to all their faithful Sub- 
jects, and check every kind of Incroachment on 
Conſcience; that all might have Leave to think 
and act, according to the beſt Light they have, 
ſo long as they prove not detrimental to the State : 
That none might have a Dominion over the Faith 
of his fellow Subjects; nor any, by reaſon of 
their diſtinguiſhing Principles in Religion, be 


Tributary to their Neighbours. Were it fo, I 
can't but imagine, there would be leſs Diſimula- 
tion, leſs prevaricating with God and Man, leſs 
Strife and Contention, leſs Trouble given unto 
crown'd Heads; and (what ought alſo to be re- 
garded) leſs occaſion given to the Adverſaries 
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of the common Faſth to inſult it, as mere Pridt- 
craft. If Chriſtianity was ſuperior to all the At- 
tacks of Jews and Gentiles beretofore, and forc'd 
us way through the greateſt Oppoſition, it can- 


not certainly o ſtand in need of ſuch a Coat of 


Mail, as, on repeated Trials, hath been found no 
way ſerviceable to it. 15 

You have taken, Doctor, no ſmall Pains, as 
in your former Writings to prove the Truth, ſo in 
the preſent Treatiſe, the Importance of the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity from the Fathers, in con- 
junction with the antient Creeds, and the Cenſures 
paſt on the Impugners of them. But after all, 
your Reaſonings on theſe Heads appear to me 
very precarious and deficient. Have not Domini- 
cans and Jeſuits, Papiſis and Proteſtants, appeal'd 
to Antiquity ? Did not the learned Dodwell (no 
Stranger to the Writings of the Antients ) find, 
the immortalizing Spirit infuſed in Baptiſm, by a 
diligent Reading of the Fathers? Have not your 
learned - Antagoniſts (ſome of whom are now in 
their Graves ) found what is directly oppoſite to 
the receiv'd Opinion, by a careful Peruſal of 
them? But farther, if Hereſies were ſo early in 
the Primitive Church, may not the Arians have 
Liberty to call the Impugners of their Doctrine 
Hereticks, whom you call Fathers? They will be 
Judges in their own Cauſe, as much as you in 
yours, and examine into the Orthodoxy of the 
Writers of the firſt Ages, by comparing their Af- 
ſertions with ſacred Scripture 3 and if they cannot 
ſee them agreeing with their own Scheme, will 
of Courſe reject them. Having as great an Aſ- 
farance of their own Infallibility in the Caſe, as 
you have of yours, they'll not admit you to de- 
termine for themſelves, what Paſſages they are, 
among the antient Writers, which prove the Im- 


pottance of your Tenets. Nor will they let the 


Point 
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Point reſt on a Majority, knowing that the moſt 


are not always the wiſeſt or beſt, _ 

However, I can't think St. Jrnins wins 1 in jeſt 
in that Expreſſion, that the whole Chriſtian World 
groaned, and wondered to : ſee itſelf” become all over 
Arian; but whether he were or not, the Arian 
Perſecutions, ſo much talk'd and complained of, 
prove, that. the Trinitarian Faith was not always 


the Catholick. 1 confels, the more I conſider it, 


the more difficult it appears to me to- underſtand 
what were: the Sentiments of the Fathers, at ſo 
great a' Diſtance. rp: 2 

Should it be inquir'd in the next Age, how the 
Church of England interpreted the thirteenth 
Chapter to the Romans, with ſome. other Texts 


of the ſame Import, in the preſent and laſt Cen- 


* 


turies 3 I believe a very nice and impartial Exa- 
miner ¶ that would not take things upon Truſt ) 
would find himſelf exceedingly perplext, and 
hardly capable of bringing the Matter to a ſa- 
tisfactory Reſuit. On reading ſome celebrated 
Authors, with the Opinions of the learned Judges 

of this Kingdom a little before the Civil Wars 
he would find the Church to be for Paſive-Obedi- 
ence and Non-Reſiſtance; the ſame allo warmly 
aſſerted after the Reftoration, in the Reigns of 
Charles and James the Second: The many zea- 
lous Sermons to this Purpoſe, on the goth of 
January, 29th of May, and ſome other Occa- 
fions, with the famous Oxrorp Decree, demon- 
ſtrating not only the Truth, but the great Impor- 
tance hereof; as alſo the Oath of Allegiance ber 
fore the Revolution. 

But when the Inquirer obſerves aſter that, 10 
on the Expulſion of a King, accountable to none but 
God, the Church took another Oath to one, who 
could pretend no hereditary Right to theſe Dami- 
nions (a very few Male- contents excepted he 
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preſently finds himſelf at a Loſs. However, he 
finds this general Apoſtacy laſting but a little 
while, and the Church returning to her former 
Orthodoxy, when a certain Doctor had labour'd 
to retrieve its Honour; but then his being ar- 
raign'd as a Criminal by the lower Houſe of Par- 

liament, and condemn'd by the higher, for aſſert- 
ing ſuch pernicious DoQtrine, puts him again to 
a Stand. Notwithſtanding, on his farther Seatches, 
he remarks that divers great Divines wrote, as 
well as preached, for an abſolute unlimited Obe- 
dience to Princes in this Kingdom; nay, that the 
Body of the conforming Clergy fell in with it, as 
appear'd in the County Elections, and their ſcorn- 
ful Reflections on {hoſe that thought other- 
wiſe, Sc. the laſt four Years of Queen Ann's Reign. 
But he finds himſelf ſadly embarraſs'd again by 
reaſon of the Hanover Succeſſion, and the quiet 
Submiſſion of the Church to ſuch a Government, 
as depended intirely on a parliamentary, as di- 
ſtinguiſh'd from an hereditary Right. 

Though, therefore, I believe with you the 
Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Trinity, as oppoſed 

to the Arian and Sabellian, as appearing to my 
ſelf moſt conſonant to the ſacred Oracles; yer I 
muſt acknowledge, that the primitive Church and 
Fathers are of very little Weight with me in the 
Matter, as not being eaſily able to know what they 
generally held, nor ( could I be more certain as to 
that) am I ſure, whether they might not be 
partial in their Inquiries, too much biaſs'd by 
Paſſion, Applauſe, or Intereſt, I have ſome- 
what more firm to reſt my Faith on. 

As Iam thoroughly perſwaded, that no Chriſti- 
ans, of any Denomination, ought to be truſted 
with a Power of impoſing Creeds on others being 
ſenſible that ALL, call them what you will, Tri- 
nitarians, Arians, Arminians, Calvinians, &c. * 
2 | che 
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the inborn Propenſions of human Nature, won't 
fail more or leſs to abuſe it; ſo by the Grace 
of God, I purpoſe, henceforth, to call no Man 
Maſter on Earth. 


Craving Pardon for treſpaſſing thus long on 
your Patience, I am, 


"w* i; * 


REVEREND SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, 
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